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application of the newly formed content to tlie performance of
some task. Everything must go through this course; conse-
quently there is a perfectly uniform method in instruction in
all subjects for all pupils of all ages.
Herbart's great service lay in taking the work of teach-
ing out of the region of routine and accident. He brought it
into the sphere of conscious method; it became a conscious
business with a definite aim and procedure, instead of being a
compound of casual inspiration and subservience to tradition.
Moreover, everything in teaching and discipline could be
specified, instead of our having to be content with vague and
more or less mystic generalities about ultimate ideals and
speculative spiritual symbols. He abolished the notion of
ready-made faculties, which might be trained by exercise upon
any sort of material, and made attention to concrete subject
matter, to the content, all-important. Herbart undoubtedly
has had a greater influence in bringing to the front questions
connected with the material of study than any other educa-
tional philosopher. He stated problems of method from the
standpoint of their connection with subject matter: method
having to do with the mariner and sequence of presenting new
subject matter to insure its proper interaction with old.
The fundamental theoretical defect of this view lies in
ignoring the existence in a living being of active and specific
functions which are developed in the redirection and combina-
tion which occur as they are occupied with their environment.
The theory represents the Schoolmaster come to his own.
This fact expresses at once its strength and its weakness. The
conception that the mind consists of what has been taught,
and that the importance of what has been taught consists in
its availability for further teaching, reflects the pedagogue's
view of life. The philosophy is eloquent about the duty of
the teacher in instructing pupils, it is almost silent regarding
his privilege of learning. It emphasizes the influence of in-
tellectual environment upon the mind; it slurs over the fact

